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International Cooperation on Polar Bear Conservation

• 1965: Formation of Polar Bear Specialist Group

• 1973: Agreement on the Conservation of Polar 

Bears

• largest threat: commercial overexploitation

• 2013:  Ministerial Declaration of the Polar Bear 

Range States

• recommitment to the 1973 Agreement, 

recognizing climate change as the key threat



Circumpolar Action Plan 2015-2025 



Actions 19/20: 

minimizing the impact of tourism-related activities

Action to date:

• Norway workshop with most tourism operators on Svalbard 

to review current practices and produced shared rules of conduct

Current Actions:

• Compilation of main tourism operators and tourism hotspots in remaining range states

• Summary of conflict incidences with tourism

• Compilation of existing guidelines/regulations/BMPs to minimize impact of tourism

• Recommended BMP for tourism and tourism-related activities in polar bear range



Action 59:  Standardized Safety Messaging

Objectives:

• Compile bear safety message

• database and literature

• indigenous communities

• polar bear experts 

• Develop guidance document by 

sectors



Action 22:  
Best Management Practices to reduce

risk of injury and mortality to 
humans and bears

Action to date:

• Compilation of existing BMPs and tools 

• To evaluate BMPs:

o Standardized data collection agreed to by all range states

o Shared databased developed and accessible to all range states



Action 22:  
Best Management Practices to reduce

risk of injury and mortality to 
humans and bears

Current Actions:

• Testing new technologies

• Quantifying effectiveness of existing BMPs

 Upgrading shared database to allow for:

o Restricted User Access

o Easier data submission (e.g. web, smartphones, languages, etc.)

o Automated, standardized reporting

o Enhancement of spatial data processing functionality
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