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Arctic-breeding birds visit Britain & Ireland in significant 
numbers in non-breeding season

waterfowl shorebirds seabirds landbirds

African-Eurasian 

Flyway Source: CAFF

Svalbard – 14 spp.
Canada 10 spp.Greenland – 14 spp. Iceland -38 spp.

Russia - 42 spp.
Scandinavia – 55 spp.



Most of the Arctic-breeding birds that visit B&I in significant 
numbers in non-breeding season are Arctic specialists

“specialists”: 

confined or majority 

in Arctic

“generalists”:

partly in Arctic

43 spp
37 spp
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B&I host a large proportion of Arctic-breeding species’
populations in non-breeding season



Species where B&I are most important

100%

Pink-footed goose

100%

White-fronted goose

92%

Greylag goose

100%

Brent goose

91%

Barnacle goose

91%

Whooper swan

93%

Black-tailed godwit

89%

Whimbrel

75%

Red knot

65%

Purple 

sandpiper

50%

Pintail

76%

Common Loon

50%??

Redwing

MP4
TD7
TD16



Slide 5

MP4 probably too many species, esp if animating their origins -could restrict to the 9 spp that have >80%
Matt Parsons; 17.9.2018

TD7 agree!
Tim Dunn; 26.9.2018

TD16 The full title doesn't appear in slide-show mode
Tim Dunn; 26.9.2018



Protected sites in B&I play a key role 
for highly aggregating species

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

0-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 81-100

% of biogeographic population

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

sp
e

ci
e

s

(concerns solely the 17 spp. where B&I hold
>40% of biogeographic population)

<0.1%
Whimbrel

3%
Purple sandpiper

20% Teal

100%
Brent goose

91%

Barnacle goose

76%
Black-tailed godwit

e.ge.g

13% Common loon

0% Redwing

13% Common loon



Some species’ populations in B&I are highly threatened

IUCN Red List: Global IUCN Red List: Britain*

Endangered

Least concern

Near Threatened

Critically Endangered

(Vulnerable)

* No Red list yet available for Ireland



Pressures operate on breeding grounds and non-breeding grounds

• “carry-over effects”… addressing pressures is most effective when 
internationally coordinated

Pressure Arctic Breeding grounds Non-br grounds (B&I)

Climate change  

Hunting  

Illegal persecution  

Agricultural intensification ?

Energy production 

Human disturbance ?

MP7
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MP7 revisit evidence from A12 and note which are from good published sources
Matt Parsons; 27.9.2018



Many opportunities for non-Arctic countries to contribute to Arctic 
bird conservation

Some multilateral instruments:
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Challenges for Arctic bird conservation in B&I…

• Maintain monitoring of B&I wetlands –



• Maintain monitoring of B&I wetlands –

• Maintain and enhance research on pressures and how to address 
impacts;

• Help birds survive climate change by also tackling other pressures

• Take national action… 

• Maintain and enhance international collaboration.

Challenges for Arctic bird conservation in B&I…
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guyincognito; Kari Pihlaviita; David J Barton; Justin ; mbeatty233; Greg Lasley;
Kev Chapman; Mike Baird; Mark Kilner; Blake Matheson; Kathleen Sayce;
Giuliana Pirotta; Marina Nikonorova;Roy Pilcher; www.inaturalist.org .

Thank-you: All the contributors to bird monitoring schemes in Britain and Ireland – largely volunteers. Also, 

thanks to the supporters of the schemes: 
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