
Ottawa Indigenous Knowledge Principles

Indigenous Knowledge is a systematic way of thinking and knowing that is 

elaborated and applied to phenomena across biological, physical, cultural and 

linguistic systems. Traditional Knowledge is owned by the holders of that

knowledge, often collectively, and is uniquely expressed and transmitted through 

indigenous languages. It is a body of knowledge generated through cultural 

practices, lived experiences including extensive and multigenerational

observations, lessons and skills. It has been developed and verified over millennia 

and is still developing in a living process, including knowledge acquired today and 

in the future, and it is passed on from generation to generation.


