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Example: CBMP Terrestrial Group
Limited sustained, systematic monitoring capacity




http://identify.whatbird.com/
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Northern Wheateater (Oenanthe oenanthe)

2012

Light-level geolocators

Stable isotope data (dD)
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Wintering only http://ebird.org/



Citizens = eyes everywhere!

Coats Island, Nunavut
Cruises: 1998=0; 2010=3+



Communities:
Neighbourhoods, work, travel, cruises, hiking, schools ...
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Researchers:
Field sites/stations, monitoring, archives, museums, data ...







SUBMIT OBSERVATIONS:
Input site (Google Maps), lat./long. or use guided locator ...
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EXPLORE FREE DATA, DISTRIBUTION MAPS, ETC.
View data or request large data sets from eBird ...
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USE eBird data for research
(Example: Wilson’s Snipe and GIS: freshwater habitat
use; wind energy projects on islands in Ontario)



USE eBird data for research from stations, monitoring
(Example protocols: eBird Canada & Important Bird Areas)



Share eBird data - BIG DATA!
Portals connect to share with AKN, GBIF, national portals

http://www.avianknowledge.net/



Share eBird data - BIG DATA!
Portals connect to share with AKN, GBIF, national portals



Observers filling in gaps... but need help!










Help users help YOU: eBird and Merlin Bird ID App
Mobile phones: spatial data, date, time, and id...
- Portal and forms are user-friendly



Sullivan et al. 2014



Citizen Science and eBird - LESSONS LEARNED

SECRETS TO SUCCESS:

Data ownership - observer access to own data
User-friendly, flexible: simple or more complex
Error-checking steps and algorithms

KNOW YOUR USERS - tailor ‘rewards’ and
‘recognition’ for efforts, build ‘respect’ among peers
Observers ‘compete’: record #s, unique sightings
CONSIDER USER NEEDS, consultation, address needs

SHARE DATA - accessible, free, products
Almost real-time data



Citizen Science and eBird - LESSONS LEARNED

CHALLENGES:

 Reminder - frequencies of observations within
checklists or casual sightings; ABSENCE not known!

* Detectability differs by species

« Some identification error

 Work to maintain interest, new products,
participation, ‘rewards’ for users
« Engaging other parts of the world!
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GET INVOLVED:

CONTRIBUTE to eBird: http://ebird.org/



