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Caribou Issues
WAH population changes (490K 1o 235K)

Winter icing and extreme weather events becoming more common
Shrub increase

Are shrubivores (caribou, ptarmigan) mitigating shrub increase?
Changes in phenology (migration, greenup, avaialability)

Critical subsistence population — 40 villages 13k residents harvest 15k
animals

Sport hunting harvests 1k more.
Habitat (fire, vegetation, snow, permafrost)
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Northwest AK Development
Projects
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Mining and Road
Development, NW AlC

'y
0td "7
e g7 A
- 1

> ”
j (o A o
o

¥ e
¥y i

SUMMARY
PRELIMINARY




Zn Interpolation
mg/kg in Hyl spl
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Traditivnal subsistence seasons — Coastal Inupiat

SeasIn Month's 'Dcst‘.ription
. I Trapping in the areas with shrub frees tales place for
E?;p];f:;mg LU Jarmary fur-bearing animals. Animals are i fall-winter fur

["rery thick and perfect far use).

Winter Caribou, Crab,  |February,

Shiitish, Plarmigan March Ptarmigan is hunted in the shnibs.

Meople ravel o Selvwale, Mol Buckland and
[Katzelne to fish for Shiifish through the 1ee. ets can

S Sl SRy ha get up as well to cateh under the lce. Traditionally

the ice is 4-0 feef thick

Sea toe hreaks wr and hunters leave 1o hunt bearded
Bowrded Scal, Seal. suil and seal speaics. Also Spring waterfowl hunting
ek, Creese, lakes pliee, and Hog puthenng rom Sengalls wd other
Seaoul o Ko Jume, July waterlow ] o ages mst be Eachered rom the chiTs
gathering, Deach off Elephant Foint. Geach Jreens are gathersd to
idresns |prow ide roughage in Seal Ol and added nutrients to

our diet.

Canhau ollen come dewn 1o the coast m summer and

can b hunted by boeat, Sabmon Sewson 1 abundan

hoth lor Commureial Fishenmim and Subsistence
Seme Sunmer [Fishermam. Arclic € Thar ind Fang Salmon are also
Canhow Ceean Chum cawrhl m subsistence md commereinl nets, None ol
Sulmon, Arctie Char, [ Auerost this poes 10 wisle, Four major epes ol herries are
White(ish, Bormmies, lrathered in fuee July  Awrost Seplember. Bermies
Lirecns provide most oM he vivemn ) and imoosadunts we

need throwshow the yeur. Crreens are authered durmye
this Lime Lo coak and place moseal o1l, or frecee lor

later use.

Full Canbaw Moose,

' : Seplembe
Fall Manmigan, Cplemiber

Caribou are hunted on the peninsula by snow machine.
Crab gets are put out in the acean off Sealing Point.

Humtimg lor curibeu unil frecse up. This s when
cveryveme gulches Lthe majonwy ol thar carhaw For the

Observed Change

T Gearing Animals start to lose their winter fur salier due to
warming temperaturss. Uncertainty inweather patrerns deter
peeple fram leaving traps out for foo lang,

Varishle weather conditions, weather is not consistent. Kain
makes travel unsate. Thin sea lee for crabbing, Caribon have &
ditficult time foraging under ice after rain and move southta
warmer areas for food.

Thinee condinons prahi bt people Fom travelng over the 1o,
also makes it unsate for fishermen shiifish season is shorter. Iee
hias heen much thinner in recent vears for net fishing under the ice.

Poor wee condinons mike the wmdow to cueh bearded seal
unsile, Bearded Seal 15 one of cur mam sourees ol prowin, and the
el 15 our main souree ol Omuean 30 Very e tme to hunt salely
on Lhe sewtee. Waterfow! are armiving carhier amd i 1s wnsale 1o
travel o cileh them m the Sprmg. 11 s diMicull we colleet Scagull
Hizprs beciwse the 1ee 15 Loo thm e travel on, and the boats can not
oet to them. hdurr only nest an the (Clifts, it s ditficult to gef to
them due 1o warnimp lemperatares, imd they nest carlier than m
the past. Beach Greens are growang sooner than normil, so we
have 1 pick thom earlier,

Curibo herd has declined. Summer canbow s rarely hamaed,
Salmoen have wirm swaler parasites mow Ll v hive nol seen
belore The Wenther 1 very warm, which dries the Osh guickly
on Lhe owsde, bud the mesde doesn™ dey whieh 1s w0 heallth hiczard,
Hermes huve been abundant due 1o the warm lemperatares, bt the
lacl: ol snowe Lo waler them a the bepmmine of the vear 13 5cen m
smisl ler bermes.

elayed caribouw armival. The deehine nthe herd 13 due w
warmmyz lemperatares and the lack ol Food that s eaealy Toryged

Source:
Maija Lukin



September
Fall Caribou, Moose, Fall Ptarmigan, Muskox

Description - Hunting for caribou until freeze up. This is
when everyone catches the majority of their caribou for
the winter and processes it for many different dishes.
Falltime Moose is hunted now as well, one moose can
feed more than one family. Also, people are hunting
ptarmigan and other birds. Musk Oxen is hunted on the
Seward Penninsula, outside Deering. Only a few are
hunted near Sisualik/Sealing Point.

Observed Change - Delayed caribou arrival. The
decline in the herd is due to warming temperatures
and the lack of food that is easily foraged in the winter.
We have put limitations on our own people to increase
the herd numbers. Moose forage in the cool weather,
pecause of warming femperatures, they move further
north or come 1o the coast further intfo the rut.
Ptarmigan are furning color later into the fall, due to
warm femperatures. Musk Oxen show greater numbers
near Sisualik/Sealing Point.

Source:
Maija Lukin







