
State of Alaska’s Salmon & People
Abundance, equity, and access challenge sustainability 

of North America’s last wild salmon stronghold

Peter Westley on behalf of 125+ team members

University of Alaska Fairbanks
pwestley@alaska.edu

https://alaskasalmonandpeople.org/





0.00 - 5.00

5.01 - 6.00

6.01 - 7.00

7.01 - 8.00

8.01 - 9.00

9.01 - 10.00

10.01 - 11.00

11.01 - 12.00

12.01 - 13.00

13.01 - 13.50

Temperature (°C)

map-illustration-by: Dr. Leslie Jones

cool

warm





Very connected

Somewhat connected

Not very connected

Not

https://salmonproject.org/





Novel Salmon – People Connections in Arctic

“In years when there are a lot of pinks, I’ll pull 

my nets because I don’t want to have to deal 

with too many fish.” 

“Yeah, somebody needs to shoot them things .”

“…fishermen who catch one or two Chinook 

salmon over the course of an entire summer fishing 

season are considered lucky.”

Carothers, Sformo, Cotton, George, and Westley. In 2nd review. Arctic



The Abundance Paradox
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Ruggerone & Irvine 2018.

Marine and Coastal Fisheries: 

Dynamics, Management, and 

Ecosystem Science 10:152-168
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Chinook abundances declining









Alaska salmon are shrinking

Oke et al. in prep



The old fish are disappearing

Oke et al. in prep
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Criminalization of Subsistence



Loss of fishing access



Urban voices dominate discourse

Graph courtesy of Jeanette Clark, NCEAS

The Board of Fish Dataset is located here: Krupa, M. B. and M. M. Cunfer. 2017. Alaska Board of Fish Proposals 1959–2016. 

Knowledge Network for Biocomplexity (KNB), https://knb.ecoinformatics.org/view/doi:10.5063/F17H1GS8






